The Random Jottings of Donald Jay from Nelson in Pendle. 


The Toad at Nelson Cleansing Department, 

Once upon a time in the quaint town of Nelson, there lived a man named Robert. However, he 
was more commonly known by his nickname, Toad. Toad worked diligently in the Nelson 
Cleansing Department, where he played a vital role in keeping the streets clean and tidy. His 
specific duty was to operate the Gully wagon, a large vehicle used to collect waste and debris 
from the gutters. 

Toad's faithful companion on his daily route was the wagon's driver, Walter. Walter was a 
cheerful and lively fellow who had a peculiar trait - his speech was quite difficult to comprehend. 
Despite his occasional communication challenges, Walter's dedication and love for his job were 
unmatched. 

Wherever Walter went, he had a little companion by his side—a small dog who shared his every 
adventure. The tiny pup, whose name was yet unknown, was Walter's constant source of joy and 
comfort. No matter how bumpy the roads were or how foul the odors, the dog's wagging tail and 
adorable antics always managed to bring a smile to the faces of Toad and Walter. 

Together, Toad and Walter formed an unstoppable team. As the Gully wagon trundled through 
the streets, Toad skillfully maneuvered it to capture every speck of dirt and rubbish, while 
Walter guided him through his muddled but enthusiastic instructions. Passersby often found 
themselves amused by their unique collaboration, admiring their perseverance and camaraderie. 
Despite the challenges presented by Walter's speech impediment, the people of Nelson respected 
and appreciated him. They understood that his heart was in the right place, and his dedication to 
his job surpassed any limitations he faced in expressing himself. The community recognized 
Walter's unwavering commitment to maintaining the town's cleanliness, and they held him in 
high regard. 

Toad, with his friendly nature and willingness to adapt to any situation, quickly became the 
town's unofficial ambassador for the Cleansing Department. His jovial personality and catchy 
nickname endeared him to the locals, who often greeted him with a cheerful, "Hello, Toad!" 

The bond between Toad, Walter, and their furry companion grew stronger with each passing day. 
Together, they braved the streets, tackling dirt, grime, and the occasional unpredictable mess. 
Their shared experiences and triumphs became legendary tales that would be passed down 
through generations. 

In the end, it wasn't just about their job or their individual challenges—it was about the unity 
and resilience they displayed. Toad, the hardworking nickname for Robert, and Walter, the 
driver with the difficult speech, proved that with determination and a touch of humor, any 
obstacle could be overcome. 

And so, their story remained etched in the hearts of the townspeople, reminding them of the 
power of friendship, acceptance, and the extraordinary achievements that could be attained by 
working together, even when faced with adversity. 

By Donald Jay 


